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BRKTlIïïEN È V A NGEL1ST. 


PEOPEE BÜBJEDTS FOB OOMMUUIOÏ. , 

G. B. REPLOGLE. 

It seems to be eonceded by all careful 
investigators (Bible students) that the 
Mosaic law was a type of the "new cove- 
nant." "The law was our school-master to 
bring us to Christ," Gal. 3 i 24, "having 
a shadow of good things to come and not 
the very image of the things themselves." 
Heb. 10:1. Under the law no male 
could becotue a meinber of the com mon - 
wealth of Israel without circumcision, 
(fe mal es were members by virtue of their 
natural place in the household under the 
proper head of the family) and none but 
members could be allowed to partake of 
the passo ver. This is what open com- 
munionists call exclusiveness, but it is an 
exclusiveness ordained of God and there- 
fore mtist stand. It was one of the shad- 
ows of the "good things to come ;" one of 
the precepts of "our school-master ;" one 
of the rules of interpretation by which we 
are taught to understand Christ. Even 
marriage of members with outsiders was 
under the most, rígid restrictions. These 
ordinances and restrictions marked the 
Hebrews as an "holy p«ople," "the peo- 
ple of God. There was much worship 
practíced in the world, and an occasíonal 
individual outside of the Jewish church 
was favored with prophetic vision, but 
they coidd not eat of the passover without 
first complying with the initiatory and pu- 
rifying ordinances prescribed in the law. 
"One law shall be to him that is home- 
born and the stranger that sojourneth 
among you." Ex, 12:49. It was a 
"straight gate" a "narro w way" and kept 
the Jews a comparalively sinall nation. 

"Straight is the gate and narrow is the 
way that leadeth unto life and few there 
be that find it,"Matt. 7:14, is said of the 
Gospel dispensation ; this reconciles the 
shadow with its object. It cuts off all who 
are not members of the church through or 
by the initiatory ordinance. It also cuts 
off fornicators, idolators, adulterers, 
abnsers of themselves with marikind, 
thieves, covetors, drunkards, revilers and 
extortiimers. I Cor. 6:9, 10, and ínur- 
derers, sorcerers and liars. Rev. 22: 18. 
Under the Gospel, baptista is the initiato- 
ry ordinance lo church uiembership. 
There are many so called mudes of bap- 
tism. Did the Lord ordain, permit or 
sanction morè than one ? There is not 
the shadow of a foundation for believing 
that he did. What then ! Are the rest 
all spurious? l,et l'aul answer, "One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism." Eph. 4: 
5, Reason and the Ilible unite in teach- 
ing that no one can become a inember of 
the body of Christ by a spurious baptism. 
"Verily I say unto you, he that enterçth 


nof in by the door of Ihe sheep-fold the 
same is a thief and a rpbber." John 10 : 
1, He would steal the livery of heaven 
and rob God of the honor due him, by 
trying to get into the church, the fold, the 
kingdotn, the body of Christ through an 
evasion of his law. 


",Whosoever transgresseth and abideth 
not in thé doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ hath both the Father and the Son. 
If there come any unto you and bring not 
thís doctrine, receíve him not into yonr 
house, neither bid him God speed. II 
John 10, ii. Open communionists trans- 
gress this scripture by inviting unbaptized 
persons (I am using the term baptize in 
its scriptural sense) to the sacred com- 
munion altar, the Lord's passover, "not 
discerning the Lord's body ; persons who 
have consulted their own conveniences, 
the preferences of a fleshly mind. "The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, and is 
not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be." Rom. 8:7. We will now 
let Paul clinch the argument and close the 
whole controversy in a single sentence. 
"We have an altar whereof they have no 
right to eat which serve the tabernacle." 
Heb. 13 ! 10. 

SUMMAKY. 

To be enlitled tp participate in the cel- 
ebratíon of the Lord's passover (supper 
and communion) one must com pi y with 
the Lord's own way of getting into the 
church and become a "member in partic- 
ular" of "the body of Christ." I Cor. 
12.27, anti must a ' s0 comply with, or 
submit to, the cleansing ordinance pro- 
vided therefore immev.iately preceding 
the supper, and "walk not after the flesh 
but after the spirit." Rom. 8:11. Open 
communion is throwing down the key to 
the door of the sheep-fold, and inviting 
the thieves, robbers and wolves to enter. 
It destroys discij)line, invites confusion 
and anarchy, surrenders the church and 
her prerogatives to the world, and ren- 
ders nugatory the ordinances of God. 


"ALL THINGS," AND "NOTHING." 


C. H. HAI.SKAUGH, 
To BKOTHKK AND SlSTKR RlTTKR ! — "I 

can do all things through Christ which 
strenglheneth me." Phil. 4:3. "With- 
out me ye can do nothing." John 15:5. 
Christ offers us not only an outside help, 
but an abiding imminence. "He that 
abideth in me and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit." One of the 
prominent features of the age is manifold 
endeavor for the advancement of religion 
with no higher power than the human will 
and ititellect, The general pyrport of 


Christianity is so clearly apprehended by . 
human reason that many think the su- 
preme requirement for successful evangel- 
ism is comprehensive training of their na- 
tive capacities, and a large knowledge of 
the literal Bible, and the currènt facts of 
society. This has filled Christendom with 
fine púlpit" declaimers, and moral drama- 
tists, who can give us thrilling representa- 
tions of sin and its issyes, and the neces- 
sity of deliverance froni its penalty and 
bondage. 

But a greater than Solomon claims sov- 
ereignty in Christian work no less than in 
Christian character. " Without me ye can 
do nothing." Christ is Alpha and Omega. 
He is "the author and finisher of faith," 
and "without faith it is impossible to 
please God." The college can make 
scholars, but the Holy Ghost alohe can 
make Christians. The , church is not a 
saint-manufactury, but an embodiment of 
the aggregate Christian life for the exten- 
sion of the knowledge of divine grace and 
the consummalion of the divine purpose. 
Our first question as Christian workers 
must necessarily be "are we abiding in 
Christ, and is Christ abiding in us?" Nòt 
in some metaphorical sense, buf as really 
as God was in Christ. Without a venta 
ble incarnation of Jehovah there can be 
no Immanuel. And just as little can there 
be a Christian without an indubitable in- 
dwelling of Christ. An Ecclesia of such 
souls constitutes the church of God, inde- 
pendent of the schisms and chasms which 
human misapprehension and error and ill- 
will and hostility have made. Judas is a 
devil although one of the twelve. Anani- 
as and Sapphira are hypocrites and liars 
and reprobates although members of the 
Apostòlic church. Let no one take it for 
granted that he is a child of God and an 
heir of glory because belonging to the best 
church in the world. "Is Christ in me 
the hope of glory ?" All other "hope 
maketh ashamed." The greatest, most 
cultured, most rigidly ethical soul on earth 
cannot "do all things" unless Christ is 
abiding in him. 

Let it be our supreme aim to. exhibit 
the nnmistakabie tokens of the immanent 
Christ, rather than the form and color 
and motto of our ecclesiastit_al badge. 
This will not only give us "the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding," 
but will make us "workmen that need not 
be ashamed." The inspiration and real- 
ization and hope of I Cor. 15 : 58, belongs 
only to Christians. 

"Fully persuaded, Jesús is mine ! 

Fully persuaded. Lord, I am Thiqel 
O. make my love to thee 

Like thine own love to me, 
So rích, so full and free, 

Saviour divine ! 




